
Minutes of the Burlin gton
City Council Meeting

Municipal Building Council Chamber, 425 S. Lexington Avenue, Burlington, NC
7:00pm �± Tuesday, June 7, 2022

The City Council of the City of Burlington held a regularly scheduled meeting in the Municipal Building 
Council Chamber at 7:00pm on June 7, 2022.

                 

Mayor Jim Butler presided.

Call to Order   Mayor Jim Butler
The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm

Council Members Present:  Staff Present:
Mayor Jim Butler Interim City Manager David Cheek
Mayor Pro Tem Harold Owen City Attorney David Huffman
Council Member Robert Ward City Clerk Beverly Smith
Council Member Kathy Hykes
Council Member Ronnie Wall 

Council Members Absent:  None

Invocation  Council Member Ronnie Wall
The invocation was offered by Council Member Wall.

Presentation & Proclamation
�x Minetree Pyne Historic Preservation Awards

Planning Director Jamie Lawson introduced the item and Mr. James Euliss to present the awards. 

Historic Preservation Commission Chair James Euliss presented the Minetree Pyne Award to the following 
recipients and commented on the restoration projects.

�x 404 S. Spring Street awarded to Casey & Emily Lewis
�x 511 W. Davis Street (formerly Red Cross Building) awarded to Cathryn Hartwell & Kehinde Olajide

�x National Preservation Month �± May 2022
Faith Grant, Preservation Burlington and the Minetree Pyne award recipients were in attendance to accept the 
Proclamation on behalf of Preservation Burlington.

Code of Ethics Disclosing Conflicts of Interest  City Clerk, Beverly Smith
There were no conflicts reported.

Approval of Minutes
�x May 2, 2022 �± Work Session
�x May 3, 2022 �± City Council Meeting
�x May 17, 2022 �± City Council Meeting

Council Member Wall made a motion, seconded by Council Member Ward to approve the foregoing minutes.  
The motion carried unanimously.
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Adoption of Agenda
Mayor Pro Tem Owen made a motion, seconded by Council Member Wall  to adopt the agenda.  The motion 
carried unanimously.

Consent Agenda
A. To adopt an Ordinance amending City Code of Ordinances, Chapter 12 �± Fire Prevention and 

Protection, Article II. - Fire Prevention Code; revising Sec. 12-25.

Ordinance# 22-17

AN ORDINANCE O F THE CITY  COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BURLINGTON AMENDING CITY
CODE CHAPTER 12 (FIRE PROTECTION AND PREVENTION ),

ARTICLE II. FIRE PREVENTION CODE

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BURL INGTON that the 
following revisions be made to Chapter 12 Fire Protection and Prevention, Article II . Fire Prevention 
Code by amending Sec. 12-25. Fire Inspection Fees, of the City Code of Ordinances as follows:

Section 1: That Chapter 12 Fire Protection and Prevention, Article II. Fire Prevention Code be amended by 
revising Section 12-25. Fire Inspection Fees to read as follows:

a) Inspection Fee. The Fire Marshal or designee may charge an inspection fee as determined by City Council as
adopted in the City of Burlington Fee Schedule. It shall be the duty of every person maintaining or operating the
business or premise to pay the inspection fee.

b) Administration and Collection of Inspection Fees. The administration, issuance, and collection of fire 
inspection fees may be managed by the City, or under contract with a third-party. Administrative fees may be 
added to those fees established annually in the City Council adopted City of Burlington Fee Schedule and shall 
be considered part of the inspection fee and collected in the same manner.

c) Establishment of Re-Inspection Fees. Re-inspection fees may be established and collected in the same 
manner as determined by City Council as adopted in the annual City of Burlington Fee Schedule.  These fees 
may be issued upon re-inspection of violations identified on the initial inspection.�´

Section 2:  It is the intention of the City Council, and it is hereby ordained, that the provisions of this ordinance 
shall become and be made part of the Code of the City of Burlington, North Carolina, and the sections of this 
ordinance may be renumbered to accomplish such intention, as necessary.

Section 3: That all ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are repealed.

Section 4:  That this ordinance shall be effective upon adoption.

Adopted this 7th day of June 2022.
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B. Moved to New Business Item 2.

Council Member Hykes requested to move Item B on Consent Agenda to New Business Item 2.

Council Member Hykes made a motion, seconded by Council Member Ward, to approve the foregoing consent 
agenda.  The motion carried unanimously.

Public Hearing Item 1:  FY 22-23 City of Burlington Budget & Community Development Budget 
Ordinance:
Mayor  Butler announced a public hearing has been set to consider adoption of the proposed Fiscal Year 2022-
2023 Budget  Ordinance and the adoption of the Community Development Budget Ordinance.

Interim City Manager David Cheek presented the proposed FY 22-23 City of Burlington Budget and 
summarized the proposed budget for General Fund $69,282,228, gave property tax analysis, explained new 
positions to consider, gave an overview of proposed budget Water Resources  $31,880,119 and shared examples
of 2% water/sewer rate increase and recycling fee increase.  He briefed City Council on the proposed 
Stormwater Fund $2,542,497,  Public Transportation Fund $4,552,769, and other funds for consideration, 
including the Municipal Service District, Community Development Block Grant, Rehab Loan and Home 
Program with a total of $114,042,388 budgeted funds.

Mayor Butler called for public comments and none were received.

Mayor Pro Tem Owen made a motion, seconded by Council Member Wall, to close the public hearing.  The 
motion carried unanimously.

Council Member Ward made a motion, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Owen to adopt the following FY22-23 
Budget Ordinance and adopt the Grant Project Ordinance 2022-2023 Community Development Program.  The 
motion carried unanimously. 

Ordinance# 22-18

Budget appropriation ordinance establishing a tax rate of $.5973 per $100 valuation on a total estimated
valuation of $5,299,935,772, with an estimated 97.6% collection of the levy. Six thousand, eighteen
hundred-thousandths cents ($.06018) per $100 of the $.5973 per $100 valuation represents a
debt service reserve.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BURLINGTON:

Sec. 1. That the following amounts are hereby appropriated for the operation of City Government and

        its activities for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2022, and ending on June 30, 2023.

SUMMARY OF GENERAL FUND BUDGET

EXPENDITURES:

Public Administration 1,356,604
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Economic Development    368,137

Finance/Risk Management Department
                     
1,695,933 

Information Technology Department
                      
1,687,229

Legal Department    666,424

Human Resources/Emergency Mgmt. 1,244,842

Planning/GIS Division
                      
1,942,532

Engineering 905,966 

General Administration/Building
                      
1,954,505

Police Department 20,195,830 

Animal Services 1,926,596 

Fire Department 10,434,566 

Public Works
                 
11,388,316 

Inspections
                         
962,839

Trans/Traffic/Signs/Lighting 2,143,809 

Recreation Department 7,247,112 

Debt Service 3,160,988 

TOTAL GENERAL FUND EXPENDITURES
                  
$69,282,228

REVENUES:

Ad valorem Taxes - Current Year $31,458,897

                 - Prior Year 410,040 

State Shared Taxes 5,900,000 

Local Option Sales Tax
                    
18,234,000

Cable TV Franchise Tax
                         
330,000

ABC Net Revenues 505,000 

Permits 1,451,900 

Reimbursement Costs - GIS Cities
          
128,070 

Animal Shelter Fees
                     
1,391,704 

Sanitation Fees 3,145,220 

Recreational User Fees 1,698,700 

Cemetery Fees 201,500 

Miscellaneous Revenues
                      
2,790,211
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Appropriated Fund Balance 1,636,986 

TOTAL GENERAL FUND REVENUES
                  
$69,282,228

SUMMARY OF WATER RESOURCES FUND BUDGET

EXPENDITURES:

Water & Sewer-Bldgs.-Admin. Serv.
                    
$5,130,619

Water & Sewer-Customer Services 2,250,952 

Water & Sewer Line Supervision 754,604 

Water Line Maint. & Repair
                      
1,129,936

Water Line Service & Construction
                     
1,100,308 

Sewer Line Maint. & Repair 964,984 

Sewer Line Service  &  Construction 1,198,989 

W & S Plants & Facilities Supv
  
1,215,516 

Water Sources Protection
         
653,788 

Ed Thomas Water Plant 3,158,319 

Mackintosh Water Plant 2,514,262 

S. Burlington Waste Treatment Plant
   
3,096,113 

E. Burlington Waste Treatment Plant 2,980,594 

Laboratories - Water & Sewer 772,017 

Compost Facility
                       
483,946 

Plants Maintenance - Water & Sewer 1,387,924 

Lakes and Marinas
      
665,935 

Debt Service 2,421,313 

TOTAL WATER RESOURCES FUND EXPENDITURES
                  
$31,880,119

REVENUES:

Water Rents
                  
$12,109,149

Sewer Rents
                    17,
199,820

Water Sales - Greensboro
                      
2,084,219

Water & Sewer Taps 175,000 

Miscellaneous 311,931 
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TOTAL WATER RESOURCES FUND REVENUES
                  
$31,880,119

SUMMARY OF STORMWATER FUND BUDGET

EXPENDITURES:

Stormwater $2,542,497

TOTAL STORMWATER EXPENDITURES
                    
$2,542,497

REVENUES:

Stormwater Fees
                    
$2,542,497

Appropriated Fund Balance  $                                -

TOTAL STORMWATER REVENUES
                    
$2,542,497

SUMMARY OF FUNDS REVENUES EXPENDITURES

General Fund
                     
$69,282,228

                  
$69,282,228

Water Resources Fund
                      
31,880,119 31,880,119 

Stormwater Fund 2,542,497 2,542,497 

TOTAL OPERATING FUNDS
                   
$103,704,844

                
$103,704,844
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CAPITAL PROJECTS & OTHER SPECIAL FUNDS REVENUES EXPENDITURES

Municipal Service District $221,725 $221,725

Guilford-Mackintosh
                            
228,200 228,200 

Home Program
             
407,012 

                     
407,012 

Rehab Loans 246,650 246,650 

Rico
                              
77,470 77,470 

Controlled Substance
       
77,870 

              
77,870 

MPO - Transportation 504,272 504,272 

Public Transportation 4,552,769 
          
4,552,769 

General Capital Reserve                                       -                                    -

Water Capital Reserve
                         
2,500,000 2,500,000 

Sewer Capital Reserve
                         
1,050,000

                      
1,050,000

TOTAL PROJECTS & OTHER SPECIAL FUNDS
                       
$9,865,968

                    
$9,865,968

Sec. 2.  There is hereby levied the following rates of tax on each One Hundred ($100.00) Dollars

         valuation of taxable property as listed for taxes as of January 1, 2022 for property tax

         as set forth in the foregoing estimates of revenue, and in order to finance the foregoing

         appropriations:

         General Fund (general expenses incidental to proper government of the City):
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0.53712  - Operations

0.06018  - Debt Service

0.59730

         Such rates of tax are based on an estimated assessed valuation of property, for purposes of

         of taxation, of five billion, two hundred ninety-nine million, nine hundred thirty-five

         thousand, seven hundred seventy-three dollars ($5,299,935,773) at an estimated rate of collection

         of ninety-seven and six tenths percent (97.6%) for real property and for vehicles.

         Also, $5.00 shall be charged per vehicle for the Public Transportation Fund.

Sec. 3.  That anticipated revenue from North Carolina Gasoline Tax rebate "Powell Bill Funds", in

         the sum of one million three hundred sixty-five thousand  dollars ($1,365,000) will be

         appropriated in the Street, Traffic Control, Street Signs - Markings, Street Cleaning,

         Engineering, and Administration Accounts of the Budget.

Sec. 4.  An additional rate of seventeen cents ($.17) per $100 assessed valuation is levied on the properties

         falling within the Special Taxing District for downtown development. (Downtown Corporation)

Sec. 5.  I�Q���D�F�F�R�U�G�D�Q�F�H���Z�L�W�K�������&���)���5�����†�������������������D�����������L�Y�����$����and the applicable provisions of North Carolina law,

         City of Burlington hereby self-certifies the following micro-purchase thresholds:

         A. $30,000, for the purchase of �³apparatus, supplies, materials, or equipment� ;́ and

         B. $30,000, for the purchase of �³construction or repair work� ;́ and

         C. $50,000, for the purchase of services not subject to competitive bidding under North Carolina law; and

         D. $50,000, for the purchase of services subject to the qualifications-based selection process in the

            Mini-Brooks Act; provided that such threshold shall apply to a contract only if the Unit has exercised

            an exemption to the Mini-Brooks Act, in writing, for a particular project pursuant to G.S. 143-64.32.

            If the exemption is not authorized, the micro-purchase threshold shall be $10,000.00.

Sec. 6.  Copies of this Ordinance shall be furnished to the Budget Officer and the Finance Director to

         be kept on fi le by them for their direction in the disbursement of City funds.

Sec. 7.  That the City  Ordinance shall take effect upon passage.

Adopted this 7th day of June 2022.

Ordinance# 22-19

GRANT PROJECT ORDINANCE
2022-2023 COMMUNITY DEVELOPM ENT PROGRAM

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BURLINGTON, NORTH CAROLINA, that 
pursuant to Section 13.2 Chapter 159 of the General Statutes of North Carolina, the following Grant Project 
Ordinance is hereby adopted.

Sec. 1. The project authorized is the Community Development Program for fiscal year 2022-2023 by the City of
Burlington, North Carolina.
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Sec. 2. The officials of the City of Burlington are hereby directed to proceed with this program within the terms 
of the various grants and agreements with the Department of Housing and Urban Development.

Sec. 3. The following revenue is anticipated to be available to the City to complete the project:

55404023-32023 2022-2023 Federal Grant  $464,182

Sec. 4. The following amounts are appropriated for the project:

55446023-44516 22-23 Emer Repair Work   $20,000
55446023-46041 22-23 Administration   92,836
55446023-46042 22-23 Public Fac & Infras  276,718

55446023-46043 22-23 Public Services   69,628
55446023-46044 22-23 Relocation Assistance  5,000

 $464,182

Sec. 5. The Finance Director shall report on the financial status of this project as directed by the City
Council and will inform the Council of any unusual occurrences.

Sec. 6. Copies of this Grant Ordinance shall be made available to the Budget Officer and the Finance
Director for direction in carrying out this project.

Sec. 7. That this ordinance shall take effect upon passage.

Adopted this 7th day of June 2022.

New Business:  Item 2: WEX Inc, Contract �± City of Burlington:
Mayor Butler announced City Council will consider authorizing a contract between the City of Burlington and 
WEX Inc., utilizing the WEX Fuel Card Program policy for city fleet vehicles at Burlington Fire Department 
for a pilot program that may be expanded to all city departments.

Fire Chief Jay Mebane and Public Works Director Gary Smtih provided an overview of the WEX Fuel Card 
Program, how it relates to Fire Department fleet for an alternative option for refueling City fleet and rental 
vehicles, and responded to inquiries from City Council.

Council Member Wall made a motion, seconded by Council Member Hykes, to approve the agreement between 
the City of Burlington and Wex, Inc., utilizing the WEX Fuel Card Program Policy for city fleet vehicles at 
Burlington Fire Department as requested.  The motion carried unanimously.

Public Comment Period
Mayor Butler called for public comments and the following person(s) spoke: 

Doris Allen, 420 N. St. Johns Street, Burlington, NC, spoke in opposition of project development occurring in 
her neighborhood and commented on a potential road installation on N. St. Johns Street  from Church Street to 
Apple Street.

Mike Faucette, 351 N. St. Johns Street, Burlington, NC spoke in opposition of same development in 
neighborhood and placement of the installation of a proposed road. 
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Tim Jeffers, 428 Crescent Avenue, Burlington, NC spoke in opposition of development of apartments in the 
neighborhood, he shared concerns with the communication of the development,  and expressed opposition to the
road changes proposed for the development project.

City Attorney Huffman addressed the comments and explained the site specific plans submitted by the 
developer and stated pursuant to NCGS 160D-108.1 the developer has vested rights to complete the project.

Assistant City Manager Kirkman, addressed the comments and explained a developer can submit a revised site 
plan if  they chose to do so and at which time could be considered by City Staff if the developer does so.

Doug Moore, a resident of the neighborhood, spoke in opposition of the development in the neighborhood and 
had concerns with traffic and safety due to kids playing in the area. 

City Engineer, Todd Lambert reported on the road resurfacinging scheduled and it is proposed in 2024 to 
coordinate resurfacing in conjunction with water line replacement in this area followed up by a resurfacing after
the infrastructure improvement once water lines are completed.

Mayor Butler expressed appreciation for the comments received.  He explained by Ordinance, this project did 
not require City Council action to approve, and there�¶s no action that can be taken at this time.  He encouraged 
the members of the community to communicate with the developer on these concerns to determine if any 
compromises could be met.  He suggested a point of contact be determined for this group that can communicate 
with City staff on any questions on the proposed project plans for additional clarification.

City Council Comments
Council Member Wall inquired about the status of demolition plans for a property on Front Street.

Planning Manager, Jamie Lawson reported an application has been submitted for consideration by the Historic 
Preservation Commission at their next meeting on June 8, 2022.  Once approved, the permit can be requested to 
move that forward for demolition.   The future plans for the property would then go through the local historic 
should there be plans for development or remain vacant.

Council Member Wall congratulated Chief Mebane on recent speaking engagement at The Burlington School.

Mayor Butler commented on the following;
�x Expressed great appreciation to City staff on the hard work and development of the City�¶s budget
�x Link Transit Event on June 6th marking the �³6th anniversary with Link Transit�  ́ He shared to date Link 

Transit has provided 512,188 trips since June 2016.  
He shared plans for a celebration with Link Transit staff at the transit hub located on 504 S. Worth Street
on June 13, 2022 from 9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.   He reported the Link Transit staff will  be handing out 
free Link Transit giveaways, staff will  also be available to talk with the patrons about Link Transit and 
Link Paratransit services and operations, and working with the Burlington Athletic Stadium to get some 
trips from the hubs to the stadium for Burlington Sock Puppets games.

Adjourn
Council Member Wall made a motion, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Owen to adjourn.  The motion was 
approved unanimously.   The meeting was adjourned at 8:09pm.
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_____________________
Beverly D. Smith, CMC, NCCMC

      City Clerk

June 7, 2022, City Council Meeting
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